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         Sandra Williams òYa’ Gotta Eat!” as the old saying goes, and Spring planting 

is the way to ensure that you do. We’ll be cooking in the 

cabin and over an outside fire, planting in the garden, and 

sharing traditional recipes for you to try at home as we cel-

ebrate the planting season with hands-on activities, living 

history interpretation, and demonstrations. 

Our friends from the Hall County Master Gardeners will 

be on hand in the Victory Garden showing the crops 

they’ve put in and giving you tips for your own garden, the 

North Georgia Creamery will be set up to dispense dairy 

knowledge (and treats!), and History Center Staff will be 

giving out samples of open-fire and open-hearth cooking. 

Come out and have a taste of History! 

Free Admission 

Family Day ð  

Food Ways:  Plow to Plate  

 

Sunday, March 13th 

1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. 
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The  Appalachian Studies Center is the state's official center for the study of Appalachia as designated by the 
Georgia General Assembly in 2005.  

The Center located at the University of North Georgia provides a unique opportunity for students to discov-
er the arts, history, music and nature of Southern Appalachia through community engagement, service 
learning, undergraduate research and creative activities. It  is located on the Dahlonega campus across the 
street from Price Memorial Hall in the Historic Vickery House. Come and hear ASC Director Rosann Kent 
discuss the role and goals of the ASC and “hear a yarn”  from an award-winning story teller.  
Admission is $3, Members get in free!  

March 8th, 7 p.m. at the History Center, 322 Academy St. NE, Gainesville  

Forum -Georgia Appalachia Studies Center  

Jack Elrod was born in 

Gainesville, Georgia on March 

29, 1924, the son of Jack and 

Pauline Gillespie Elrod.  He 

began working as a cartoonist 

with Ed Dodd on the "Mark 

Trail"  cartoon strip in 1950 and 

took over the rights and sole au-

thorship of the strip in 1978 until 

his retirement on his 90th birthday 

in 2014. Mr. Elrod was the recipi-

ent of over 30 conservationist 

awards from both national agencies 

and private organizations including 

receiving the "Take Pride in Amer-

ica" Award from President Reagan 

and the Golden Smokey (the Bear) 

from the USDA Forest Service. His 

walls are lined with plaques and 

certificates from various organiza-

tions appreciative of his work and 

his use of Mark Trail's voice for en-

vironmental concerns. Perhaps the 

most gratifying tribute was the des-

ignation of the "Mark Trail Wilder-

ness" in 1991 - 16,000 acres of the 

Chattahoochee National Forest that 

includes portions of the Appalachian 

Trail that Mr. Elrod hiked through-

out his life.  

Elrod passed  away on February 5, 

2016.  We mourn the passing of so 

great an artist and advocate for the 

environment. 

Remembering Jack Elrod  

Jack Elrod, left  

& James Allen 



 

Page 3 

 

Volunteer Spotlight  

If you need a pep talk on the im-

portance of history—or fine arts 

or living in Gainesville or what-

ever—you should talk to Andrea 

Birch. 

Andrea, a professor and Dean of 

the College of Fine Arts and Hu-

manities at Brenau University, is 

one of the university’s represent-

atives on the History Center’s 

board of directors. And she just 

exudes enthusiasm when she 

talks about what’s going on at 

Brenau and the History Center. 

First, she loves living “back east,” 

having moved in 1999 to Gaines-

ville with her husband, Tony, 

from Winona, Minnesota, where 

she was chair of the philosophy 

department at St. Mary’s Uni-

versity. “It’s good to be back in 

the same time zone with our fami-

lies,” she says.  

Her position at Brenau? Well, she 

says, “it encompasses everything I 

love.” And being connected offi-

cially to the History Center is an 

added bonus. Andrea makes sure 

students, faculty and staff members 

know about upcoming events, and 

she’d like to see students get more 

involved with the History Center, 

perhaps through internships. 

Andrea comes from family mem-

bers who value history: her father 

had an undergraduate major and 

her brother has a Ph.D. in history. 

Andrea and Tony have Ph.D.’s in 

philosophy, but “it’s all sort of con-

nected,” she says. Tony also has 

been involved at the History Cen-

ter, videotaping portrayals of his-

torical figures.  

“We’re very interested in getting the 

message out that history is not about 

the past,” she says. “It’s a living sto-

ry.” 

Thanks, Andrea, for your enthusiasm 

about practically everything you do. 

And you do a lot. 

 

The Victory Garden volunteer group finished 2015 on a 

very high note!  The goal of growing, harvesting and do-

nating 500 pounds of vegetables and fruit to area shelters 

and rehabilitation houses was surpassed by over 100 

pounds, for a total of 610 pounds!  The group donated 

over 350 hours towards this very rewarding project.  

The season ended with a complete overhaul of the soil by 

tilling, amending with sheep manure, fertilizer and dead 

leaves.  The Garden has had a nice three month rest; 

now it’s time to get back to work! 

Plans are already in place for an even more productive 

year in 2016.  The group spent Leap Day working the 

soil and planting a few cold weather crops, and planning 

the kick-off planting for early April. 

Victory Garden Update  

Dr. Andrea Birch 



The Northeast Georgia History Center is 
a not-for-profit institution dedicated to 
preserving and sharing the history of the 
region. By maintaining a unique collection 
of historical items, presenting exhibits, 
conducting programs, enabling research, 
and partnering with other institutions in 
the region, the History Center strives to 
promote a greater understanding of the 
cultural, social, economical, and political 
history of Northeast Georgia. 

Northeast Georgia History Center  

 

322 Academy Street NE  

Gainesville, GA  30501  

Phone: 770 -297 -5900  

www.negahc.org  

Items of Interest  

Calendar of Events  

March 8  7:00 pm Forum-Appalachian 
      Studies Center 

March 13    1:00-4:00  Family Day– Food Ways: Plow to 
       Plate 

March 17    11:30-1:00     Board Meeting 

New Members 

Welcome! 

Jay & Linda Martin 

In Memory  of Doris Lee O’Dell 

 By:  Jerry & Cheryl Vandiver 

         Cathy & Tony Herdener  

 

In Memory of Jack Elrod 

 By: Cathy & Tony Herdener 

In Memory of Randy Parks 

 By:  Memorial Park Funeral Home 

  North 

Memorials 


