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Abigail Adams ð  

'Times in Which a Genius Would Wish to 
Live' 

In the waning months of 1800 Abigail Adams has learned the 
results of the Presidential election ð often referred to as the 
ôRevolution of 1800õ, in which her husband John was defeated 
by Thomas Jefferson ð and reflects on affairs both public and 
private as witnessed by her during the United Statesõ founding 
generation. 
Performed by Colonial Williamsburgõs Abigail Schumann. 
Abigail Schumann first became Abigail Adams when cast to por-
tray the second First Lady in Howard Ginsbergõs acclaimed play, 
Jefferson & Adams; which is based on, and lifts directly from, ex-
tant letters between the Adamsõ and Thomas Jefferson. In addi-
tion to stage work and living history performance, Schumann is 
a playwright, and an Emmy Award winning producer, director, 
and screenwriter. In 2014, she received the Daughters of the 
American Revolution Women in History Award, for promoting the 
feminine perspective on historical events through her writing 
and performance.  Schumann has been with Colonial Williams-
burg for over twenty years, where she is currently an interpre-
tive program development manager. 

 

July 12th in the Amphitheater  
(Remember to bring a folding chair or a  

cushion) 
Doors open at 6:00 p.m. 

Program starts at 7:00 p.m. 
Admission is $5.00 per person. 

Members get in FREE! 
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Scenes from our New Digital Studio  

Chautauqua for June!  

Ken & Glen trying out the new equipment 

Ken Johnston as Patrick Henry  

Chiara Richardson as Harriet Tubman 
Glen Kyle as a Roman Soldier 

Glen Kyle David French 

Ken Johnston as Patrick Henry 
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 Volunteer Spotlight  

Donations Please!  

Time to dig through the attic, the tool shed, and the basement because the History Center is looking for some 

help! We'd like to build up our supply of old farm and household hand tools for demonstrations and hands-on 

activities.  We're looking for things like bow saws, crosscut saws, antique hammers, shovels, hoes, but they 

need to be USABLE!  If you have something like this you'd be willing to donate, please let us know!  

Jeff Pierce found his passion in life 

when he was six years old.  

He and his family visited Gettys-

burg, Pennsylvania, and Washing-

ton, D.C., and everything just 

clicked with Jeff: He wanted to help 

preserve history. And thatõs what 

heõs been doing, not only at the His-

tory Center, where heõs been active 

for many years and served two years 

as president, but also in his work as 

a real estate broker. He has done 

preservation work on a number of 

houses in Northeast Georgia.  

òI like to see the past preserved and 

passed on,ó he says. 

Jeff has a bachelorõs degree in edu-

cation and a masterõs in historic 

preservation from the Savannah Col-

lege of Art and Design.  

At the History Center, Jeff has put 

together a number of rotating exhib-

its. He has done exhibits on the 

1930s, on quilting and craftsmen of 

Northeast Georgia, on presidents 

who visited Hall County, on the 

Victorian era, and on the mourning 

customs of the Victorian era, an ex-

hibit now featured that includes a 

replica of President Lincolnõs coffin, 

a fantastically ornate piece complete 

with silver studs and silk lining.   

òThe coffin looks short,ó Jeff says. 

òLincoln was six feet, four, so we 

measured the inside of the coffin, and 

itõs exactly six feet, four inches. Lin-

coln apparently wasnõt buried with 

his boots on.ó 

His most satisfying exhibit was the 

one on presidents òbecause,ó he says, 

òI was able to pull so much stuff to-

gether from so many different areas.ó 

He even contacted the assistant cura-

tor of the White House, emailing 

back and forth, to make sure he had 

the right colors and look of the East 

Room of the White House. 

When heõs not volunteering at the 

History Center, more than likely you 

will find him selling real estate, 

working on preserving the history of 

a house near Lumpkin County, or 

spending time with his wife, Gayla, a 

teacher, and McKinney, their 22-year

-old daughter, a senior at the Univer-

sity of Georgia.   

òIõve been blessed to have a job that 

lets me do that,ó he says. òReal estate 

doesnõt take every minute, and the 

History Center doesnõt take every 

minute, so we enjoy doing things to-

gether as a family.ó 

Jeff, of course, is sold on the 

importance of the History Cen-

ter. òJust about every thrust is 

pointed toward educating stu-

dents,ó he says, òand that should 

be the motivating factor (in 

joining the center). You just 

need to believe in the mission of 

the History Center.ó The mis-

sion of the History Center, by 

the way, is to preserve and 

share the history of Northeast 

Georgia. 

Jeff believes itõs important, this 

historic preservation. And he 

started believing it when he was 

just a wide-eyed, curious tyke. 

Thanks, Jeff, for all you do and 

will do inside and outside of the 

History Center. 



The Northeast Georgia History Center is 
a not-for-profit institution dedicated to 
preserving and sharing the history of the 
region. By maintaining a unique collection 
of historical items, presenting exhibits, 
conducting programs, enabling research, 
and partnering with other institutions in 
the region, the History Center strives to 
promote a greater understanding of the 
cultural, social, economical, and political 
history of Northeast Georgia. 

Northeast Georgia History Center  

 

322 Academy Street NE  

Gainesville, GA  30501  

Phone: 770 -297 -5900  

www.negahc.org  

Items of Interest  

Calendar of Events  

July 12  7:00 pm            Chautauquað Abigail Adams 

August 9 7:00 p.m.          Chautauquað Harriet Tubman 

August 20 12N-4:00 p.m. Family Dayð  
              Neighborhood Museums 

September 11 1:00-4:00 p.m. Family Day-The Treaty of 
       New Echota
  

New Members 

 

Marjorie & Arthur Cooper 

Sandra & Brantley Burns 

Freddie Norris 

 

Summer Camp

Memorials  

Given in Memory of  

Happy Kirkpatrick 

  

By:  Susan Durant 

 


